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A N S W E R  K E Y  
GRAMMAR – 15pts 

01 have been     02 were uncovered     03 was reported     04 had been hit     05 was      

06 focused     07 have been admitting/admit     08 have not (yet) been revealed yet      09 might seem       

10 have not been revealed     11 have it solved     12 showing     13 have had      

14 are most frequently hit/have been most frequently hit     15 admitting 

 

VOCABULARY – 10pts (SPELLING COUNTS!) - .5 for each 

01 unemployment          02 socially     03 widely     04 cautious     05 jobless       

06 pervasive     07 Ministry       08 relief     09 youth     10 categories      

11 graduation     12 parenting/parental     13 guardians 14 disabilities     15 revision      

16 variety     17 request     18 transparency     19 extension     20 subsidy 

 

READING COMPREHENSION – 10pts 

01 C     02 M     03 G     04 K     05 E     06 A     07 L    08 I     09 B     10 F 

 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION – 5pts  

01 NS     02 T     03 F     04 T     05 T     06 F     07 F     08 F     09 F      10 T     
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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T  (Please read once.) 

On the second floor of the White House, the Yellow Oval Room—part of the First Family's private 
residence—offers a stunning view of the nation's capital. This room is where Oprah interviewed First 
Lady Michelle Obama in February, and as she gazed out the windows and took in the view, she was 
struck by the immense legacy Michelle Obama and her family have inherited. Oprah felt the weight 
of history, and she understood what Michelle Obama means when she says, as she often does, "This 
is not about us."  

The Obamas packed up their belongings in Chicago and headed for Washington in early January so 
10-year-old Malia and 7-year-old Sasha could get started at their new school. A few weeks later, 
Michelle and her mother, Marian Robinson, began settling the family into their new home. When 
Oprah returned to Chicago after the inauguration, she spent the weekend thinking, "I wonder what 
the Obamas are doing now?" Later, when she was looking for some cough syrup in her medicine 
cabinet, she suddenly thought, "Michelle never has to go out to buy cough syrup again!" For the First 
Lady and her family, it's a whole new reality. As they talk, Michelle tells her how they're adjusting—
and what she's planning to do in her awesome new role. 

Oprah: I had heart palpitations coming through the White House gate, recognizing that this really is 
now your home. It's the White House, and it's your home. 

Michelle Obama: And it's a beautiful home. When you go out and come back, especially at night, 
with all the white lights on—it's just beautiful. We feel privileged, and we feel a responsibility to 
make it feel like the people's house. We have the good fortune of being able to sleep here, but this 
house belongs to America.  

O: Your saying that makes me feel different than I've ever felt about the White House. When you say 
that, I actually do now, for the first time, think, "Yeah, it is the people's house." How did you come 
to understand that so clearly?  

MO : Well, I had some time to think about it, because we ran for so long...  

O: The longest run anybody's ever seen.  

MO : Right. And at some point, you start thinking about what living here would really mean. I've 
taken Barack's mantra: This isn't about us. There's so much history here that no one family can claim 
this space as their own. 

O: So when did it hit you? 

MO : I don't think it has. Everything's been moving at the speed of light. The whole process of 
transitioning here, the inauguration, all the protocol, seeing to it that the girls are doing well—I've 
really just been trying to make sure everything gets done. 

O: I can't imagine what the inauguration was like for you. For me, it felt like a moment in time that 
had been coming since time began. 

MO : I definitely sensed that, standing on the Capitol steps. But I would love to see a tape of what 
was going on down on the Mall. Because when you hear from people who were there, they talk about 
the emotions and the calm and the fact that you had more than a million people descending on this 
very small city with no incident, all love—I long to know that feeling as well.  
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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T  (Please read once.) 

O: One of my favorite, favorite moments was during the parade—the two of you getting out of the 
car and walking, and your arms are linked and your head is sort of on his shoulder. I loved that. But I 
wondered about the conversation before you got out. Did you just suddenly say, "Look, we're going 
to walk for a while now"?  

MO : We were trying to see if the girls wanted to get out. They were like, "No"—they wanted to stay 
in the car. And while we were out, they were partying in there—when we got back in, they had the 
music blaring. But Barack and I felt that walking outside was a natural extension of the campaign: 
"Okay, we can't come over to you, we can't hug you—can't do that—but we can be out here waving." 
Of course, then there was a point where we felt like, "Whoa, three blocks is long." My feet started 
hurting. 

O: So after the inauguration, what was your first weekend in the White House like? 

MO : Well, we still had family here, so it was almost like a wedding. A huge, very complicated 
wedding. The last visitors didn't leave until Sunday. And then the first Monday was kind of weird. 
You know: "Now we live here, and Barack is getting up and going to work, and it's just us. This is 
our home now." But the kids didn't act any differently. 

O: They didn't? 

MO : No. They have been so steady and rock solid that I pinch myself sometimes. Sometimes I pinch 
them—are you real? Because they've adjusted so well. And that was always my concern: How are 
they going to do? How is this going to be for these little precious girls who were doing just fine in 
Chicago and had a happy life? But once I saw them thriving—not just living, but thriving, happy, 
excited about their day and very much focused on their world—that's when I was able to breathe. 

O: And how are you adjusting? What are your days like?  

Michelle Obama: My day is structured so that I'm usually not working until 10 or 10:30. That gives 
me time to get the girls out of the house. My mom is taking them to school because it's less of a 
scene for her. With all the security involved, it's a more normal experience for them when I don't go. 

O: What do people at school call you? First Lady? Mrs. Obama?  

MO : When I introduce myself, I usually say, "Hi, I'm Michelle—Malia and Sasha's mom." And then 
when you sit down with another parent and have a conversation, all the titles melt away anyway, and 
you're just talking about your kids. But to get back to your question, after I see the girls off, I usually 
work until 3 or 4. Then they're back and we start in on homework. Then Dad comes home and we all 
have dinner. That's the beauty of living above the office: Barack is home every day. The four of us 
sit down to eat as a family. We haven't had that kind of normalcy for years. And now I can just pop 
over to his office, which sometimes I'll do if I know he's having a particularly frustrating day. 

O: You pop over to the Oval Office?  

MO : Yes. I'll just pop over and say hi. And all of this—this being together as a family—is what has 
made the transition easy. We have each other, in a really fundamental way.  
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R O L E P L A Y  

STUDENT 

One of your parents is a retired world-class European athlete who enjoys a leisurely life. He/She 
doesn’t go out much these days and doesn’t really keep up with fashion or anything like that. In fact, 
most of the time, he/she wears a tracksuit.  

Now, he/she has received an invitation to the American Embassy’s official July 4th Independence 
Day celebration. Your other parent can’t go, so you’ve been invited to go along. The whole idea 
makes you nervous – not for yourself, but for your parent because they are so critical of America and 
Americans and often outspoken on the topic. And what will he/she wear?! You can just imagine your 
parent deciding to wear a tracksuit!  

You feel responsible for your parent and their behaviour at the event – you’d like to protect them 
from embarrassment – so you’ve decided to try to talk to him/her about it.  

• Differences between European culture and American culture, focusing on... 
o Appropriate clothing: suit and tie, shirt, shoes, etc. 
o Possible misunderstandings which might arise from her/his ignorance of American 

culture. 

You start: You’re not going to wear that, are you?! 

 

�----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kategória 2C – Olympiáda v anglickom jazyku – Celoštátne kolo 2011/2012 

R O L E P L A Y  

TEACHER 

You are a retired world-class European athlete who enjoys a leisurely life. You don’t do social 
functions and certainly don’t enjoy getting dressed up. You believe that people should accept others 
as they are and skip all the ridiculous social rules and etiquette. If you had your way, you’d wear 
tracksuits all the time.  

Back in 1988, you met the person who is now the new U.S. ambassador to your country. You haven’t 
kept in touch over the years, but now you’ve received an invitation to the Embassy’s official July 4th 
Independence Day celebration. Although you don’t like such functions, you’ve decided to go – 
you’re curious to see your old friend – and you’ve decided to take your oldest child with you since 
your spouse is unable to go. 

Now to decide what to wear – nothing too fancy. It’s just a 4th of July thing and those Americans are 
so laid back. Sometimes, too laid back. It’s like they have no culture. Well, they don’t – they’re only 
240 years old. How can such a young nation have any culture? And they’re so arrogant! That was 
something you noticed about American athletes. And you didn’t like it one bit. But Europe! Europe 
has culture, millennia of culture! 

Now, what about that nice new Adidas tracksuit you bought just last week? 
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S P E A K I N G  –  P I C T U R E S  
You have been chosen to select which 3 types of animals your local zoo will try to get. You can 
choose from those shown below.   

1. Explain why you chose the 3 animals you did. 
2. Explain how your choice could benefit the people of your town/city. 
3. Describe in detail the 3 you have chosen and explain how a zoo could care for them well.  
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